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digit rating  ★★★★ ★

Considering previous generations of mobile workstations 
have tended to be on the chunky side, it’s surprising 
that HP’s latest model is one of the thinnest and lightest 
models we’ve looked at. It’s very easy to sling the 
nw8440 in a bag and work anywhere you like.

What makes this laptop a mobile workstation is its ATI 
FireGL V5200 graphics chip. This is incredibly powerful for 
a laptop chip, winning the highest Cinebench score we’ve 
ever seen from a computer not designed to sit under your 
desk. It consumes a lot of power and can severely dent 
the nw8440’s battery life if pushed hard, but the boost 
it gives to your 3D applications is more than worth it.

Our test unit featured a 1,920-x-1,200-pixel screen, 
which makes the Cinebench score even more impressive. 
The nw8440 can be shipped with a lower resolution 
display if the small pixels make your eyes go funny. 
It’s not an X-Black-style screen (or Ultra BrightView, 
as HP calls its version of the technology). Video editors 
will find this especially annoying.

In the rest of our tests, the nw8440 performed 
excellently – rendering our LightWave scene in the 
appropriate amount of time for its top-of-the-line 
processor, and galloping through our Photoshop test 
very quickly for a laptop with 2GB of RAM (and you 
can upgrade up to 4GB if you wish).

The nw8440 is stylish – but that style is modernist 
rather than conventional aesthetics. It won’t turn heads 
but the design has been well thought out. There are 
many neat details such as the third mouse button on 
the trackpad and pointer, and a button for turning off 
wireless networking to save battery power.
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